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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 00888 181948Z 
73 

ACTION NEA-I2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-07 NSC-IO SPC-03 SS-20 RSC-01 

CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 DRC-01 /065 W 

01775 1 

R 181747Z JAN 74 

PM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9109 

INEO SECDEF WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACAF 

CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0888 

CINCPAC POR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, IN, PK, US 

SUBJECT: INVITATION TO INDIAN/PAKISTANI AIR CHIEPS OP STAFP 
REF: (A) STATE 9911 AND (B) CINCPACAP 220233Z DEC 1973 

1 . EMBASSY SEES NO PROBLEM IN INVIATION TO INDIAN AIR CHIEF OF 
STAFF AND BELIEVES THIS WOULD BE USEPUL MEANS OF RENEWING INDO-US 
MILITARY CONTACTS AT SENIOR LEVEL. CURRENT AIR CHIEF MARSHAL 

O.P. MEHRA WILL PROBABLY STEP DOWN MARCH 1975 AND ANY INVITATION 
TO HIM SHOULD PROVIDE POR HIS TRAVEL TO THE US WELL IN ADVANCE 
OP THAT DATE IP EXCHANGE IS TO BE BENEFICIAL. EMBASSY ALSO 
STRONGLY BELIEVES THAT INVITATIONS TO INDIAN AND PAKISTANI AIR 
CHIEPS SHOULD BE EXTENDED AT THE SAME TIME EVEN THOUGH PAKISTANI 
VISIT MAY PRECEDE THAT OP THE INDIAN. BOTH INDIAN AND PAKISTANI 
INVITEES SHOULD BE CLEARLY NOTIFIED THAT THE OTHER IS ALSO 
BEING INVITED. 

2. WE ARE UNCLEAR AS TO TIME PRAME POR PLANNED VISITS. REP A 
SPEAKS OF 1974 WITH PAKISTANI VISIT PERHAPS AS EARLY AS MID- 
APRIL. REP B REPERS TO FY-75 WITH IMPLICATION ALL VISITS WILL 
BE APTER JULY 1974. REP B ALSO LEADS US TO BELIEVE THERE 
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NO CERTAINTY THAT INDIAN OR PAKISTANI WILL BE INVITED AT ALL 
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AMONG THE AIRCHIEFS WHO MAY BE SELECTED BY CHIEF OF STAFF 
USAF. WE WOULD HAVE SUBSTANTIAL RESERVATIONS ABOUT INVITATION 
TO ONE BUT NOT THE OTHER OF SUBCONTINENTAL AIRCHIEFS AND WOULD 
SEE INVITATION PARTICULARLY TO PAKISTANI WITHOUT PARELLEL 
INVITATION TO INDIAN AS NEGATIVE CONSIDERATION IN DEVELOPMENT 
OF OUR MILITARY CONTACTS HERE. 

MOYNIHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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